Process and accomplishment in academic medicine.
Medical academic systems are characterized by interplay between accomplishment and process. The term accomplishment refers to fulfillment of the system's original goals, such as education, research and medical care, whereas the term process refers to the culture and structure, which are developed to pursue these goals. A mathematical model is developed to simulate the mechanisms that govern growth of medical systems over time. Because system performance is easier to measure by process than accomplishment, in the long run investments in growth are shifted away from accomplishment towards process. In all aging medical systems alike, the proportion of process tends to increase at the expense of accomplishment.